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Ecological Corridors - a Practical Conservation Tob
Yehoshua Shkedy and Eli Sadot, Science Division, Nature and Parks #&uthori

This document suggests a policy for the Nature and Parks AuthidR#)(in Israel
for protecting open landscapes, and defining priorities for treatimgy. tidée propose
that the NPA first priority in protecting open landscape is biodiyec®nservation.
Therefore, the NPA should care for areas that hold natural sydiesty and than to
promote other open landscapes when they support biodiversity conservation. To
conserve biodiversity, the NPA should act on two levels:
1. Conserving rare species, rare ecosystems and ecosystemeepledent the
diversity of nature in Israel.
Predominant rare and threatened ecosystems that deserve imnuedétare the
aquatic ecosystems, and ecosystems that rely on sand or Kurkaralong the
Mediterranean Sea. We strongly recommend preventing any development
jeopardizing what is left of them.
2. To preserve large and continuous areas (corridors) that allowsethieeng of
large populations that exchange genetic material with neighboringgtiomsl.
These corridors are synthesized from various types of open landddepesserves,
forests, agriculture and rural settlements.
We recommend concentrating along 4 major axis:
1. The rift valley. A mutual act with the Jordanian kingdom will higlgpreserve
this unique biological and geo-morphological unit.
2. The Mediterranean-desert axis. This axis connects 3 major biagdocal
zones in Israel (Mediterranean, Irano-Turanean and Saharo-Arabian).
3. An axis along the Mediterranean Sea. This broken axis will cemsire
threatened ecosystems mentioned above.
4. A desert axis, that will preserve the Negev desert.
We recommend creating biosphere reserves as a tool for presénengpen
landscapes that are not declared as Nature Reserves or N&#oksl Biosphere
reserves are used to promote sustainable development world wide, wndighe
help to conserve the biodiversity in Israel as well. The biospleserwes should be
promoted in the planning institutions in Israel, and in the general publarder to

succeed in their goals.



