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Necropolis
A Landmark
of Jewish Renewal
The thriving ancient town of Bet She'arim was renowned in the Roman
period as a Jewish center due to the seat there of the Jewish leadership
headed by Rabbi Judah the Patriarch. Rabbi Judah, the great leader, is
credited with Jewish renewal following the Bar Kokhba revolt of 132135 CE and known as the redactor of the Mishna - the first written
codex of Jewish laws.
The burial of Rabbi Judah in the cemetery of Bet She'arim attracted
Jews from the Land of Israel and the Diaspora to be buried there, in
proximity to that righteous personality. Subsequently the cemetery
developed into an outstanding necropolis, consists of 30 man-made
catacombs complexes. It is the densest ancient cemetery in Israel and
one of the densest burial complexes in the Roman world, including the
catacombs in Rome. It became the most important Jewish necropolis
manifesting a wide range of architectural and decorative burial types
and contain rich Oriental folk art inspired by classical Roman art, and
hundreds inscriptions in four languages.
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ICOMOS recommends that

Criterion (iii):

The Necropolis of Bet She'arim:
A Landmark of Jewish Renewal, Israel,
be inscribed on the World Heritage List on the
basis of criteria (ii) and (iii).

The necropolis of Bet She'arim constitutes exceptional testimony to
ancient Judaism in its period of revival and survival under the
leadership of Rabbi Judah the Patriarch. The extensive catacombs
containing art work showing classical and oriental influences
nd
illustrate the resilient Jewish culture that flourished here in the 2 to
th
4 centuries CE.

Statement of Outstanding Universal Value
Hewed into the limestone slopes of hills bordering the Valley of Jezre'el,
nd
a series of man-made catacombs was developed from the 2 century
CE as the necropolis of Bet She'arim. It became the primary burial
place outside Jerusalem following the failure of the second Jewish
revolt against Roman rule and the catacombs are a treasury of eclectic
art works and inscriptions in Greek, Aramic, Hebrew and Palmyrene.
Bet She'arim is associated with Rabbi Judah the Patriarch, the spiritual
and political leader of the Jewish people who composed the Mishna and
is credited with Jewish renewal after 135 CE.
ICOMOS consider this justification is appropriate as the basis
of the argument for Outstanding Universal Value because the
necropolis and its collection of funerary art express the nature
of a major world religious culture at a key period of its history.

Criterion (ii):
The catacombs of Bet She'arim show the influence of classical Roman
art including human images, inscriptions and decorative details and
include iconographic motifs and multi-languages inscriptions
testifying to cross-cultural interaction with the Greco-Roman artistic
cultural world of Europe, Asia Minor and Mesopotamia and the Jewish
cultural world. The assimilation of burial types and artistic
expression together with inscriptions indicating the origins of those
buried in the cemetery, testify to the wide dispersal of the Jewish
people at that time and the incorporation into Jewish religious culture
of influences from the surrounding populations.
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